[Swelling of the ball of the foot (bumblefoot) in birds of prey].
Bumblefoot is an inflammation of the talons of birds of prey which can be caused by various (exogenous and endogenous) factors. Falcons and eagles suffer more than other species of prey from this complaint. Affected birds show all stages from acute to chronic inflammation. Bumblefoot must be distinguished diagnostically from pox-infections and skin tuberculosis. To a large extent the inflammation can be prevented by providing the bird with a properly designed perch, with a correct diet, and with adequate grooming. Surgical treatment is the only promising therapy, though the chances of success depend on the extent of the inflammation. Generally all healing processes in region close to the talons are difficult and lengthy.